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The organizers:  

„Initiative Sociale” is an association for young people and its mission is to promote and 

implement programs of non-formal education.  

„Initiative Sociale” is coordinated by young people who have been involved in many 

projects and they have a lot of experience in training courses and youth exchanges. 

Our objectives are to create and develop national and international youth exchanges to 

promote European partnership in youth and for professional development of the standards 

and European practices, to organize summer schools and conferences, to promote social 

initiatives among young people, to create and develop different programs and trainings about 

vocational counseling. 

We will also focus on promoting social economy and social entrepreneurship among young 

people, creating support and providing technical assistance for young people starting and 

running a business, in particular, the social business, creation and the carrying out of the 

projects for participative democracy among young people and promoting concept of active 

European citizenship. 

The project: 

The project "Paper Handicraft Business-Winter Edition" is a multilateral youth exchange 

(Action 1.1) which will be held in Romania in November 2013.  

 

During 9 days, 33 young people, between 18 and 25 years old and 5 leaders with no age limit 

coming from Italy, Spain, Turkey, Poland and Romania will meet in order to share 

experiences, learn and focus on concrete actions for the promotion of entrepreneurship. 

(making paper products with the theme of winter/Christmas using Origami technique). 

 

The main objective of the project is to increase the level of knowledge regarding the 

production of paper handicrafts (with the theme of winter/Christmas) using Origami 

technique for 38 young people coming from 5 different countries for 9 days the period of the 

youth exchange. 

After closing the exchange, in the early December 2013, the volunteers of the applicant will 

go in a social center for young people to decorate together with them the rooms for activities. 

Also, they will decorate the Christmas tree with the paper handicraft products that were made 

during the youth exchange. 

 

The project activities are aimed to engaging young people through active participation, 

which is a priority of the program "Youth in Action". 
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The youngsters will be taught, as a result of participation in this Exchange, to  understand 

better their role in society and in the future of Europe because they will learn about the need 

for the development of entrepreneurship in order to create new opportunities and 

involvement in economic and social level. 

Also, it will be facilitated intercultural exchange, the national stock exchange and especially 

exchanging ideas, sustaining dialogue and intercultural links through the active 

involvement of young people in the activities of the project, organized tasks so that each 

participant will have the opportunity to come into contact with a different culture. 

 

For a successful completion of the project we proposed the following working methods: 

• knowledge games/self konowledge, evaluative games  

• integrative methods 

• storyboard 

• teamwork 

• brainstorming 

• discussions/debates on different subjects  

• team-building 

• intercultural observations 

 

 

The working methods of non-formal which are proposed in the context of exchange 

activities, aimed at promoting active participation among youth, support for the process of 

reflection, promotion of tolerance, support and assimilation of cultural differences and of 

course supporting the understanding between young people from different countries and 

cultures, the development of cooperation and the creation process. 

 

Transport:  

 

Arrival in Bucharest will be at the Henri Coanda Airport (OTP) 

(http://www.bucharestairports.ro/index.php?lang=en) .  

Use the buses 783 (main square) and 780 (main train station) to go to the city (you have 

ticket vendors in the station) or the train that will take you to Gara de Nord – main train 

station (via a shuttle bus). At the airport everything is quite easy to figure out and buses to the 

city are functioning non-stop even through the night. As a piece of advice, don’t change too 

much money inside the airport (5-10 euro is more than enough to get your whole group to the 

city!) and don’t take any taxis, especially if the taxi driver approaches you in the Arrivals 

Hall!  

 

After arriving in Bucharest you have to go to Militari Bus Station to take the bus 

(http://www.autogari.ro/) to Horezu (you will travel by bus for 4-5 houres). Do not worry 

there will be someone from our organization guiding you to the bus station. 

 

 

http://www.bucharestairports.ro/index.php?lang=en
http://www.autogari.ro/
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The arrival day to Horezu must be 01 November.  

The departure back to Bucharest will be on 09 November in the morning, so make sure you 

have flights that leave around 18:00 at the earliest or if possible in the next day. 

 

Of course, if you want you can stay 1-2 days before/after the project in order to visit 

Bucharest, our Capital city, but you have to pay by yourself for those extra days. 

 

We will reimburse your travel expenses in the last days of the project, in cash (euro).  

Please bring with you all original: 

 invoices,  

 e-tickets,  

 proof of payment  

 boarding passes!  

 

We strongly encourage you to buy flights that have the possibility to do online check-in 

and in this way you will be able to give us the return boarding passes as well, without 

having to send its to us by post when you return home! Of course, if for your airline is not 

possible, you still need to send us the boarding passes by post after the project.  

 

It is very important to have all your travel and financial documents with you for each 

person, otherwise the reimbursement is NOT possible!  

 

The amounts of money for travel, per person, per country are as following: 

Country  100% of travel costs (max)  70% of travel costs (max)  

Italy 180 € 126 € 

Poland 230 € 161 € 

Turkey 250 € 175 € 

Spain 250 € 175 € 

*We do not cover taxi or private car transport costs. 

 

No Visa is required for EU citizens, participants will need to have only valid ID card(for 

some countries only) or international passport.  

 

! Please, check the VALIDITY of the passports before the departure – Passport must be valid 

at least for 6 (six) months. 

The Turkish group must check before buying the travel tickets if they need VISA for Romania 

or not. 
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The group:  

We need 7 participants (6+1 leader) from each of the countries Italy, Spain, Turkey, Poland. 

Age limits for the participants are 18-25 years old and no age limit for the team leaders. 

We will be a total of 38 because the Romanian team will be composed of 10 participants due 

to logistical reasons. 

Rules:  

 

You are expected to participate fully in all activities, unless you are ill. Unauthorized absence 

from activities and workshops won’t be allowed. We would really appreciate energetic and 

active participation.  

 

Smoking is prohibited inside of the buildings, so all smokers will have to leave the building in 

case they want to smoke a cigarette. 

The location: 

The venue of our project is Horezu (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horezu), a small town in 

Vâlcea County (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valcea), 220 km away from Bucharest 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bucharest).

 

 

 

Basic information about accomodation place:  

 

- 2/3 people in one room (some of the beds are double but there are 2 separate matrices and 

bed sheets);  

- Rooms have their own bathrooms  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horezu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valcea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bucharest
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- The restaurant will serve all meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner) and in some days we will have  

lunch packs;  

- There is signal for mobile and wi-fi internet connection throughout the establishment 

 

What to bring:  

 

- All your travel documents and financial statements (e-ticket, invoice, prove of 

payment, boarding passes). For Turkish group, we can reimburse the visa costs in the limit 

of 60 euro/participant (if visa is necessary)  

  

- Typical food and drinks from your countries! We will have traditional evenings during 

the project and basically every evening will belong to a different country. Unfortunately we 

don’t have budget to reimburse you the expenses made for the things that you are bringing, 

but try to be creative and funny! You can bring typical costumes, ornaments, leaflets, posters, 

flyers, food, sweets, alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks… and so on!  

Also, you can show videos, photos, sing music and dance traditional dances from your 

countries! We are counting on you to make these evenings as interesting as possible and 

promise to help you in any way that we can!!! 
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- Clothes:  

The weather in November can be unpredictable in this region. Due to the mountain location 

prepare for temperatures between 10 and 15 Celsius during the day and 10 or lower during 

nights. We encourage the participants to take some warm clothes with them.  

 

- Towels and whatever you need for taking shower, washing, etc; 

- Research about social entrepreneurship in your countries. It would be wise to look into 

the matter before coming to Romania and during the work sessions explain and give practical 

examples from your countries about good social entrepreneurship practices. Also, you have 

to think of at least one winter/Christmas ornament and prepare a model or something 

because then, during work sessions, you have to teach the other participants to design the 

model using the Origami technique. 

- Although we can’t reimburse you the cost of health insurances, but we strongly encourage 

you to make one! Romania is an EU member state, so an insurance for traveling here should 

be cheap and easy to make.  

 

- Good spirit, joy and happiness!!!   

 

 

About Romania:  

 

With a surface area of 238,391 square kilometres (92,043 sq mi), Romania is the largest 

country in southeastern Europe and the twelfth-largest in Europe. Romania's terrain is 

distributed roughly equally between mountainous, hilly and lowland territories. The 

Carpathian Mountains dominate the centre of Romania. The Danube flows into the Black Sea 
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within Romania's territory forming the Danube Delta, the second largest and best preserved 

delta in Europe, and also a biosphere reserve and a biodiversity World Heritage Site.  

According to the census data from 2011, Romania's population is about 20 million people. 

Bucharest is the capital and the largest city in Romania. Romania has four other cities that are 

among the European Union's 100 most populous: Cluj-Napoca, Timișoara, Iași and Constanța.  

 

The list of World Heritage Sites includes Romanian sites such as the Saxon villages with 

fortified churches in Transylvania, the Painted churches of northern Moldavia with their fine 

exterior and interior frescoes, the Wooden Churches of Maramureș unique examples that 

combine Gothic style with traditional timber construction, the Monastery of Horezu, the 

citadel of Sighișoara, and the Dacian Fortresses of the Orăștie Mountains.  

 

Peleș Castle (Sinaia), built between 1873–1914, is considered one of the most 

beautiful castles in Romania and Eastern Europe. Unique architecture and gold gilded rooms 

attract thousands of visitors daily. Voroneț Monastery, built in 1488, is one of the most 

valuable foundations of Stephen the Great. Also, Unirii Square is the treasure in the heart of 

Cluj-Napoca, on which rises the St. Michael's Roman Catholic Church, guarded by two 

"twin" buildings on the eastern side.  

 

For more details you can check out the following links:  

- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania  

- http://www.romaniatourism.com/  

 

Our currency is the Romanian Leu (RON): 1 Euro = 4.45 RON  

 

If you have any questions for us please contact Robert Tanase (tanase_robert@yahoo.com), 

Project Manager.  

 

We are looking forward to see you in Romania!  

 

 

Regards from Initiative Sociale Association! 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
http://www.romaniatourism.com/

